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Discussion Paper
The discussion paper drafted by Peter Harris was circulated to a wide audience on 6 June with an invitation to feed back any points of disagreement, or extra issues, so they could be incorporated into the next version.  The reaction to the discussion paper has been very positive and feedback indicates that the ‘3 tier’ model provides a useful structure for thinking about a savings framework in New Zealand.

Our email circulation list is growing all the time and we are confident that the discussion paper has reached a large number of those people who are interested in the level of private savings in New Zealand.

The first paper was intended as a collaborative exercise, to give those people with an interest in the issues an opportunity to participate in the debate.  Peter Harris is currently working on a second paper.  This will reflect feedback from the first document and will organise the key issues and debates under the headings of Government, workplace and private savings. The second paper is expected to be released early in July.

The Forum
The Saving NZ Forum in Wellington on 23 July 2003 will be opened by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Dr Michael Cullen.

Dr Cullen has shown keen interest in the Saving NZ project and the Forum.

There will be two speakers at the start of the day: Anne Maher, Chief Executive of the Irish Pensions Board, talking about the partnership process Ireland used to develop its savings policy, and a speaker from Australia, to be confirmed, who will discuss lessons learned after 10 years of compulsory superannuation.

The objective of the 23 July Forum is to discuss and agree on the basic structure of a savings framework and a process for resolving issues that need further work.  With that in mind, the day has been planned to allow the maximum amount of time available for discussion between participants.  The agenda will be confirmed after discussion with representatives of employers and unions this week and will be sent to people invited to attend the Forum.

Further Work

One of the objectives of the Forum is to agree on areas of detailed policy design that need more work, and a process for doing that work.  With that in mind, we welcome further comment on the discussion papers from interested parties who are unable to attend the Forum but would like to continue some involvement with the debate.

If you have questions about the proposed savings framework or the process for developing the framework, please contact us at isi@isi.org.nz. 

You are on this mailing list because you have either been contacted about the Saving New Zealand programme or have been nominated by someone who is involved.  If you don't wish to receive this newsletter, please contact the sender.

